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Welcome to the first edition of The Queensland Surveyor for the year 
2000.  I would assume most people have now almost recovered from the 
monumental celebrations that marked in the New Year. With the Olympic 
games being hosted in Australia later this year, we have chosen a gold 
coloured spine for all the 2000 editions. 
 
As this year progresses, I would strongly encourage you to GET and BE 
more involved in Surveying & Mapping activities and opportunities. This 
is especially important as the new MGA94 Geocentric Datum is adopted 
and the spatial information industry is continuing its growth at a 
phenomenal rate.  
 
In this issue we present an important and timely summary article of the 
“Geomatics” industry status from Canada. The Canadian industry has for 
some time held a high correlation of future issues and events that filter 
through to the Australian and Queensland “geomatics” scene. The growth 
of spatial information science products and services is expected to show 
strong and rapid growth in the Australasian region in the next five years. 
 
Graeme Rush from the Department of Natural Resources has given a 
discussion paper “out for comment” on proposed amendments to section 
27 of the surveyors’ regulations 1992. Some of the issues (advantages and 
disadvantages) of Boundary Marking at the time of survey are 
summarised and presented. It is important for surveyors to respect 
community expectations with regards to environmental considerations of 
various projects. Surveyors should be aware of Vegetation Protection 
Orders (VPO), voluntary conservation management agreements and other 
environmental considerations when dealing with a subject land parcel. 
 
Peter Gibbings presents some test results of various GPS technology 
combinations and comparisons for determining two-dimensional position. 
The new broadcast differential GPS correction service providers will 
gradually provide improved regional coverage of their services during the 
next couple of years. The Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) 
beacon decoder/demodulator is an exciting example of new DGPS near 
real time position and navigation emerging technologies. 
 
I would also like to draw your attention to the finance directory, which 
provides some common-sense observations to some business rules/ 
theorems for surveyors. 
 
Gerard Batt has also contributed a summary of the important elements of 
legal discussion relating to the definition of the boundary of land 
adjoining a tidal river below the upstream limit at which the spring tide 
normally flows and reflows. 
 
And finally with GST looming is less than four months, the short-term 
demands of building and trades-person services have been very, very 
high. Of particular notation has been the shortage of bricklayer services 
(speaking from a recent experience) in getting residential housing 
projects finished by the middle of this year. It is possible that the 
@#$%*! activities of a particular brickie (as outlined in End Notes) may 
be contributing to this shortage!! 
 
